
B EING L IKE JESUS  
B I B L E  S T U D Y  

P HILLIPIANS 2 :1-13  

Day 1—Encouragement,   
             vv. 1, 2 
 

Day 2—Looking In,  
              v. 3 
 

Day 3—Looking Out,  
              v. 4 
 

Day 4—His Mind,  
              vv. 5, 6 
 

Day 5—Nothingness,  
             vv. 6, 7 
 

Day 6—Humility,  
             v. 8 
 

Day 7—The Name,  
              v. 9 
 

Day 8—Physical  
             Response,  
              v. 9, 10 
 

Day 9—Verbal  
             Response,  
             vv. 9-11 
 

Day 10—God’s Work,  
                vv. 12, 13 

B E T W E E N  
T I M E S  

L uke 11:9-10 KJV, “And I say unto you, Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 

shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knock-
eth it shall be opened.” 

   There are two Greek words for “ask”—aieto 
and erotao. The difference between the two is 
that aieto suggests the attitude of a suppliant, 
the petition of one who is lesser in position 
than he to whom the petition is made; e.g., in 
the case of men in asking something from God; 
whereas, erotao more frequently suggests that 

the petitioner is on a footing of equality or famil-
iarity with the person whom he requests (Vines). 
When the Scripture speaks of men asking of God 
the word is aieto, but when Jesus speaks of Him 
asking the Father the word is erotao. It is inter-
esting to note that the Pharisee desired (erotao) 
Jesus to eat with him, denoting a real inferior 
understanding he had of Christ by making them 
on equal footing. 

   When we ask the Father in Jesus name we 
know our place: He is the King of kings and we 
are His subjects. We approach with confidence 

(Continued on page 2) 

P A S T O R ’ S  D E V O T I O NP A S T O R ’ S  D E V O T I O NP A S T O R ’ S  D E V O T I O N    

V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  4  A U G U S T  1 1 ,  2 0 10  

W H Y  &  H O W  

T H E  G I F T  O F  
S A L V A T I O N  

Acknow ledge  to  
you rse l f  and  to  
God  tha t  you  have  
s inned  (Romans  
3 :23) .  

In  so r row fo r  your  
s ins ,  tu rn  f r om 
them to  God  and  
ask  H i s  fo r -
g i veness  ( I sa iah  
55 :7) .  

By  f a i th  rece i ve  
the  Lo rd  Jesus  
Chr i s t  as  you r  
Sav io r ,  be l i e v ing  
tha t  He  d ied  i n  
you r  p lace  on  the  
c ross  ( John  3 :16) .  

T H E R E D TH RE AD ex i s t s  
to  be  an  encou ragement  
to  the  men  and women 
cu r ren t l y  separa ted  f rom 
fami l y  and  f r i ends  in  
co r re c t i ona l  i ns t i t u t i ons .  
I t  i s  pub l i shed  on  2nd  
and  4 th  Wednesdays  by  
C r im s o n  Ho us e  M i n i s -
t r i e s  at  1 6 16  N or t h  
R o b b e r s o n ,  S p r i n g -
f i e l d ,  M i s s o u r i ,  
6 5 8 0 3 .  P lease  send  a l l  
co r re spondence  to  tha t  
a d d r e s s .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  
i n fo rmat ion  i s  ava i l ab le  
on l i ne  a t :  h t tp : / / read ing  
r oo m . c r imso nho u se m i n i s
t r i e s .o rg /  

comes from obedience. 
God wants what is best 
for me. He wants to help 
me overcome the evil in 
my life. He gives me the 
freedom to step out in 
front of the car, but I 
don’t have to get hit to 
realize how foolish it is. 
   God doesn’t force me 
to obey Him. He gave 
Adam and Eve the 
choice to obey His com-
mand: “…of the tree of 
the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not 
eat…” (Genesis 2:17 
NKJV). God still gives me 
the choices; and when I 
make the wrong ones, 
they can cause me to 
get off course. Like a 
pilot in uncharted territo-
ry, I need to know how 
to get where I’m going. 
Following the course of 
obedience He has 
mapped out will help me 
reach my destiny. “In all 
your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct 
your paths” (Proverbs 
3:6 NKJV).  
   God tells me in the 
Bible what he expects 
from me. For example, 
in 1 Thessalonians it 
says, “Rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing,” 
and “in everything give 
thanks” (5:16-18 NKJV). 
   Three simple com-
mands, but they sound 
strange to me. How do I 
rejoice in prison? Do I 
stay on my knees all 
day? Should I be thank-
ful when I’m lonely and 
missing my loved ones? 
   We all face the pain of 
prison in some way. But 
we are not alone in our 
struggles. “For it is God 

A t the wedding in 
Galilee 2,000 years 

ago, Mary, Jesus’ moth-
er, told the servants, 
“…Whatsoeve r  he 
saith…do it” (John 2:5).    
   Jesus told them to get 
some water. It sounded 
strange. What they 
needed was wine, not 
water. What is He do-
ing? they must have 
wondered. But Mary 
knew He was more than 
just her son. He was the 
S o n  o f  G o d . 
   “Just do it,” says the 
mother of my Lord. 
   When I knew Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, I 
know what he can do. I 
knew He can turn water 
into wine. It’s a good 
enough reason to do 
whatever He says.  
   “Just do it”—it sounds 
simple. The problem is 
that behind my “will” 
hides a “won’t.” I won’t 
do it because I want it 
my way. I won’t do it 
because I don’t feel like 
it. “There is a way that 
seems right to a man, 
But its end is the way of 
death” (Proverbs 14:12 
NKJV).  
   “Just do it” is a popu-
lar slogan used today to 
sell tennis shoes. It tells 
people it’s okay to do 
what feels good. The 
way that seems right 
offers many options and 
few sacrifices. It pro-
vides attractive solu-
tions that don’t require 
any moral restraints. 
Jesus’ way is a narrow 
road. “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life…” 

(John 14:6), He told His 
disciples. It requires 
discipline and self-
sacrifice. It provides 
eternal benefits, not just 
temporary ones. Can I 
give up what I want and 
do what God wants? 
   A jury convicted me 
of robbery. That’s what 
they say I’m in prison 
for, but the real reason 
I’m in prison is because 
I did what I wanted. My 
heart was hardened to 
God’s voice, and I did it 
my way. I found out the 
hard way that doing 
things my way has sad 
consequences.   
   Doing this   His way 
brings rewards. But I 
don’t have to find eve-
rything out the hard 
way. I can just do it His 
way. I can trust Him. He 
knows what’s best. 
   How can I become 
what God wants me to 
be? How can I learn to 
trust Him after doing 
things my way for so 
long? Can I do what He 
says when it seems 
impossible?  
   God made me. I 
made the mess, and He 
is the only One who can 
fix it. “…I am the Al-
mighty…” the Lord told 
Abraham (Genes is 
17:1). He tells me that 
today, and He tells me 
to obey Him because He 
is God. Do I need a 
better reason? The ben-
efits of obedience are 
worth it. Who else can 
meet my every need? 
   True freedom doesn’t 
come from doing what  
I want. That’s an illu-
sion. True freedom 

who works in you both 
to will and to do for His 
good pleasure” (Philip-
pians 2:13 NKJV).  
   God helps me to want 
to obey Him and then 
gives me the power to 
do what He wants. He 
can change my desires; 
He can take my weak-
nesses and failures and 
show me His strength. 
But I have to do what 
He says.  
   Rejoicing, praying, 
and giving thanks in the 
hard times goes against 
my instincts. But when I 
make a conscious deci-
sion to do what God 
says, I see people dif-
ferently, my bad circum-
stances turn into oppor-
tunities, my perspective 
on life changes, and I 
find it easier to be joyful 
and thankful. I spend 
more time on my knees 
communicating with 
Him. It may not change 
my predicament, but it 
changes me. It brings 
me closer to Him where 
I become more sensitive 
to my sins and I see 
how short I fall.  
   “Just do it”—get the 
water. It may sound 
strange like a lot of 
things God tells me. No 
matter how hard I try, I 
still sin. But God is help-
ing me every day to 
become the obedient 
child that He wants me 
to be. 

--Roy Borges, Inmate 
Chipley, FL 

J U S TJ U S TJ U S T    D OD OD O    III TTT   
“God made me. I made the mess, and He is the only One who can fix it.” 



PASTOR’S DEVOTION 

knowing that He loves us and that He desires to hear us 
ask. Yet, more than ask—He desires for us to seek; yet, 
more than seek as He desires us to knock. 

   While much has been said in relation to ask, seek, and 
knock the point of the Word is that prayers are the ave-
nue of our refuge in Him. Asking for a personal desire; 
seeking for what may be lost; knocking for what may be 
closed before you all have their answers through prayer. 

   However there is a stipulation to the three petitions cit-
ed—ask, seek, knock—you must ask it (aieto) of your Fa-
ther by first becoming a son or daughter. “But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God” (John 1:12 ESV). And as 

(Continued from page 1) His child, “…, if his son asks him 
[natural father] for bread, will 
give him a stone? Or if he asks for 
a fish, will give him a serpent? If 
you then, who are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give 
good things to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:9-11 ESV). 

LLL E TE TE T’’’ SSS    HHH E A RE A RE A R   FFF R O MR O MR O M   YYY O UO UO U. . .. . .. . .    
We love hearing from you and so do our readers. Please send your articles, poems, praise reports,  testimonies, etc…, to 
The Red Thread, Crimson House Ministries, 1616 N Robberson, Springfield, MO, 65803.  

Twas man so helplessly lost in sin, 
Who need a Savior to dwell within. 
To Bridge the gap that he could not fill 
That remained so wide and deeper still. 

Though he tried, every attempt would have failed, 
Until he looked upon the cross and the hands that were nailed. 
He didn’t understand what had taken place, 
Was it the dying of one man, or the redemption of the race? 

Then a voice began to speak from off of the cross, 
Saying Look upon me, for all is not lost. 

Through anger and hatred, corruption and pride, 
He saw hope from the One who was crucified. 
When he started to feel the burden he bore 
he realized that Christ came to even the score. 

As he began to believe on the Lamb that was slain, 
He had nothing to lose, and everything to gain. 

So he fell to his knees asking the Father to please, 
Forgive him of his sins and to meet all of his needs. 

As the tears began to flow he began to see, 
The reason why the Son of God died for you and me. 

As he rose up from off the ground, 
Something took place in his heart, 
Without making a sound. 

A new man arose—changed and forgiven, 
To proclaim God’s word to all that are living. 
Thank you Jesus for going to the cross 
To seek and save all who are lost. 

— Gary Larsen, Pastor 
Birch Tree, Missouri 

THE CROSSTHE CROSSTHE CROSS   

HIS LOVEHIS LOVEHIS LOVE   

THY WILL BE DONETHY WILL BE DONETHY WILL BE DONE   
The battles fought within my mind, 
The horror of what’s left behind, 

Though I can’t change a single thing, 
I finally see what life can bring. 

The only out of the mess I’m in 
Is to change the way that I have been. 

It’s not too much, what I must do 
To walk the road that leads to you. 

With broken heart, and soul in need, 
My eyes were closed, afraid to see. 
But what you gave upon that hill 

Showed me the way to do God’s will. 

—Bryon Morrison, Inmate,  
West Chester, PA 

Prayer  Focus    
Ask today and receive; seek today and it will be 
found; knock today so it can opened—in Jesus Name. 

His love is like an ocean, 
Or a calm and peaceful sea. 
His love dates from creation; 
It envelops you and me. 
We can never overtake it; 
We can never use it up. 
It is boundless; it is endless; 
And it overflows our cup. 

— Billy Ray Anderson, Inmate 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
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